


TO: Agricultural Economics Graduate Students

Welcome to graduate study at the University of Miss (MU). | hope your graduate
study at MU will be both challenging and stimulatint is intended to prepare you for a

rewarding career in academia, agricultural busing®gernment or international agriculture.

The graduate program provides the opportunity tmr o complete a strong coursework
and research program in one of a variety of subjeatter areas. We have many exciting and
visible research and outreach programs and | wentburage you to become acquainted with
the breadth of activities taking place in both Agtural Economics and the Division of Applied
Social Sciences so that you can take advantageeai while you are here. The Department’s
policies for the graduate program are explainedthis Handbook. It should be used in

conjunction with the Graduate Cataldgirge you to become familiar with both.

Some of your best sources of information are yellow graduate students and the files
of the Department Graduate Student Organization.uge you to work with its officers and
become an active participant in the organizatiastBvishes in your program.

Sincerely,

Michael Nolan
Division Leader
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GRADUATE STUDENT HANDBOOK

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

Introduction
This handbook explains policies and proceduregfaduate programs in the Department
of Agricultural Economics. You should also constile Graduate Catalogn the Graduate

School web site dtttp://gradschool.missouri.edar other University procedures to supplement

those given here.

This handbook is designed to aid you in planning executing your graduate program.
The program should be developed as soon as possibmsultation with your faculty adviser.
Information presented below outlines the departiaente in graduate education as well as your
responsibilities.

Changes to the policies and procedures are madetinoe to time by the departmental
faculty, including the Graduate Studies Committey subsequent changes will be reported in

revisions of, or supplements to, this handbook.

General Procedures
Selection of Advisers

In consultation with the Graduate Studies Commijttee Director of Graduate Studies
assigns each new student a temporary adviser.ulfaye awarded a departmental assistantship,
the faculty member to whom you will be assignedkmuties will act as your faculty advisor.
During the first year in the program, you shoulddrae familiar with the research programs of
the faculty in the department. When you chooserm@eent adviser, the adviser will assist you
in designing a program of study and, subsequergiipervise the development of your
thesis/technical paper or dissertation. Your advisdl also work with you in organizing
committees required by the Graduate School and &timg forms for the Director of Graduate

Studies and Graduate School.



Course Load

If you are not on an assistantship or fellowsHhig, tnaximum registration in the Graduate
School is 16 credit hours per semester or 8 crealitrs for the summer session. If you are
receiving a half-time or quarter-time assistantshife maximum number of credits you may
carry is 12 credit hours during a regular semesteéd credit hours during the summer. Masters
students receiving an assistantship, and PhD disidena research assistantship who have not
yet completed their comprehensive examinationeapected to carry at least 6 credit hours each
regular semester and 3 credit hours in the sumPleD students that have completed their
comprehensive exam may enroll in 2 hours for eatttahd winter and 1 hour for summer. Note
that the number of hours you carry may impact foi@naid status. In addition, if you are an
international student, check with the Internatiof@2@nter about the minimum enroliment

requirement to maintain your visa status.

Masters Programs
The undergraduate prerequisites for the thesishanthesis MS options are: (1) at least 9
semester hours credit in economics, agriculturainemics or equivalent, (2) a course in
differential calculus, and (3) a statistics cour$e/ou have limited background in agricultural
economics, you may be required to take certainsasuwithout graduate credit (regardless of the
course number) to correct these deficiencies.
Two options are available for the Master of ScierftdS) program: Agricultural

Economics with thesis and Agricultural Economictheut thesis.

Agricultural Economics (with thesis)

A minimum of 30 semester hours of graduate credistnbe completed for the MS
degree. At least fifteen hours (e.g., five coureés3 credit hours each) must be in courses
numbered 8000 or above, of which no more than 8shcan be in Agricultural Economics 8085
(Masters Problems) or Agricultural Economics 80BIagters Thesis Research). In order to meet
the residency requirements of the Graduate Sclgoalmust complete at least 24 graduate credit
hours taught by MU faculty. You are responsible fieaking sure that coursework meets the

departmental and Graduate School requirements.



The minimum program for the MS degree includesfdiewing:
Econ 7351 Intermediate Microeconomics (Econ 733% sudstitute)
Econ 7353 Intermediate Macroeconomics
Econ 7371 Applied Econometrics or equivalent (eSgat 7510 Regression and
Correlation Analysis)
6 hours of AgEcon 8090 Masters Thesis Research
5 additional courses of 3 semester hours each (Besfe courses, or 9 credit
hours, must be at the 8000 or 9000 level)

A consenting three-member committee, which inclugesr adviser and consists of at
least one member from outside the department, giggsrand approves the thesis research and
administers the final oral examination (explainetbla). The MS thesis has at least two major
objectives. The first is to teach you how to asdendlata, formulate a researchable hypothesis,
organize and analyze data, and write a substg@fr reporting the results of the research. The
second is to provide research data and resultfomna useful and accessible to workers at this
and other institutions, including policymakers.

To produce a thesis which achieves the degree ajur wbjectives, you should consider
the following general guidelines. First, the MSdiseshould be prepared with the organization,
degree of analysis, and style of presentation ¢hat be readily converted into a professional
publication. Second, the thesis should be congistéh a standard format that includes a clear
statement of the economic problem and researchctol®és), and a thorough review of the
literature. You should work closely with your adsioncerning the nature and style of analysis
and writing. Note that length is not the determgnfactor in approval of a thesis. A thesis should
cover what is needed at the appropriate level tdildavhich is determined by the adviser and

committee.

Agricultural Economics (nonthesis)

If you have accepted a graduate research assisfawotsfellowship from the Department
of Agricultural Economics, you are natligible to enroll in the nonthesis MS program.
Exceptions shall be ruled by the Graduate Stud@ar@ittee.



Like the MS thesis option, a minimum of 30 semektaurs of graduate credit must be

completed for the MS nonthesis degree. Requiredsesork includes the following:
Econ 7351 Intermediate Microeconomics (Econ 733§ sudstitute)
Econ 7353 Intermediate Macroeconomics
Econ 7371 Applied Econometrics or equivalent (eSgat 7510 Regression and
Correlation Analysis)
7 additional courses of 3 semester hours each ¢hesfe courses, or 15 credit
hours, must be at the 8000 or 9000 level)

At least 15 hours must be in courses numbered &dQfbove (not including AgEcon
8450). In addition to meeting these specific couesgpiirements, you are required to prepare a
technical paper that must be approved by a comendttasisting of your adviser and two other
faculty members of the department and which is gl as a research paper. The quality of the
research and writing of is paper is expected todmeparable to that of the MS thesis. However,
unlike the Masters Thesis, the nonthesis techipiapér is not submitted to the Graduate School,
and a public, oral defense of the paper is notirequYou may enroll in Agricultural Economics
8450 (Masters Non-Thesis Research), but thesetsmalinot count toward the required 30 hours
of coursework.

The MS nonthesis degree has the same prerequasitesesidency requirements as the
MS degree with thesis.

Approval of Graduate Program of Study

Your graduate program of study is an outline cdimgjsof the courses you have and will
take as a graduate student and a plan to completdésis or nonthesis writing requirements. It
should be developed in consultation with your aglvsnd committee during your first year in
the program in order to ensure that you will meetdgation requirements. Approval of your
graduate program of study is at the discretionhef major adviser, the Director of Graduate
Studies and Dean of the Graduate School. The pedppsogram of study should be placed on
the Program of Study for Master’s Degree Form (Gaael School form M-1) and then submitted
to the major adviser. When the major adviser's aigre has been obtained, the form is
submitted to the secretary for graduate studiestersignature of the Director of Graduate
Studies and transmission to the Graduate School.
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The department exercises selection standards iewig the program of study of
students with mediocre undergraduate records, asetlexperiencing some difficulty in their
initial graduate courses. The proposed prograntuafys as indicated by the M-1 form (Program
of Study for Master’s Degree) will not be approugdthe Director of Graduate Studies if you
have not demonstrated the ability to do satisfgctoasters-level work, such as indicated by
course grades.

You should always have a current copy of your Ranogof Study form. If you wish to
change your program, you must consult with youramagviser. The change must be recorded
on a Program of Study Substitution Form, approved signed by the major adviser, and
approved by the Director of Graduate Studies whib teen submit a copy to the Dean of the
Graduate School. All forms are available from theradbiate School website at

http://gradschool,missouri.edas well as on the department's graduate studectioreon

Blackboard ahttp://blackboard.missouri.edu

MS Thesis Oral and Nonthesis Examination

The MS examining committee consists of at leagiehaculty members, which normally
includes your adviser and second and third thesisitical paper readers. For the thesis option,
at least one committee member must come from autsidthe Department of Agricultural
Economics. You should consult with your advisechoosing committee members, but you must
then seek each proposed committee member’'s acceptdihe selection of the committee is
formalized by completing the Request for Thesis @uttee Form (Graduate School form M-2)
and submitting it to your adviser, the Director@faduate Studies and the Graduate School for
approval. The committee is appointed for the exppspose of ascertaining that your academic
accomplishments merit the MS degree, and thatubeessful completion of the courses in your
program of study has resulted in a unified and dioated effort in your training as an
agricultural economist.

The oral examination for the MS Thesis option affgou an opportunity to demonstrate
your accomplishments before a representative goddpculty. The oral examination generally
consists to two parts. The first part is a semprasentation of your thesis research and is open
to faculty and graduate students. The second parestricted to you and your examining

committee. During the examination, you may be asiadstions based on subject matter
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included in coursework taken for the degree as waellyour thesis research. The examination
ordinarily will involve one and one-half to two hsu Suggestions for preparation for the
examination may be obtained from your adviser.

The report of the results of the examination is enxlthe Director of Graduate Studies
and the Graduate School on the Report of Mastexaniining Committee Form (Graduate
School form M-3). You must also provide an abstafcyour thesis to the Director of Graduate
Studies. In addition, one hard-bound copy of the M®sis must be submitted for the

departmental library.

Transition from the MS into the PhD Program

Students admitted into the MS program may be cemnsdl for a change of degree
program (MS to PhD). However, such a change witionee official only after all requirements
of the MS degree have been completed. This invobaspletion of courses listed on the
Program of Study (Graduate School M-1) and the &ftasthesis. MS students who wish to
transition into the PhD program should notify thieelbtor of Graduate Studies.

MS students who have been accepted for the PhDrgrogre expected to place first
priority on completion of the Master's thesis. Arpursework beyond that listed on their
Master’'s Program of Study must be approved bytkesis adviser, temporary PhD adviser, and

the Director of Graduate Studies.

PhD Program

Minimum Requirements and Prerequisites

Minimum requirements for admission into the PhDgpamn are a Bachelor’'s degree (BA
or BS) or equivalent; undergraduate GPA 3.0; GRibaleplus quantitative 1100; TOEFL 550
paper-based, 213 computer-based or 80 internetifmeign applicants only).

Prerequisites for the PhD program include: (1)rimediate microeconomics, (2)
Intermediate macroeconomics, (3) Quantitative eocoo® or mathematical economics, (4)
Econometrics or regression and correlation anglys)sStatistics and (6) Calculus. If you have

not met the prerequisites, you are required to ¢ermphis material before being formally



admitted into the program. It is assumed that #e@doconcepts of probability theory, hypothesis

testing, and regression analysis are understoodamtie appropriately applied.

The PhD Core
The core is designed to give you a solid founditioeconomic theory and quantitative

methods, with an emphasis on applications to prodleelating to agriculture, development,
natural resources, and policy. The core consistwo@fsemesters of advanced microeconomic
theory, one semester of new institutional econonuns semester of welfare economics, two
semesters of econometrics, and one semester afcbsmethodology. Specific course for the
PhD core are the following:

Econ 8451 Advanced Microeconomic Theory |

AgEcon 9041 Advanced Microeconomic Theory Il

AgEcon 8050 Economics of Institutions and Orgarmierest

AgEcon 9230 Welfare Economics

Econ 8473 Applied Econometrics or Econ 9473 Ecornoilethods

Another 8000+ Econometrics or empirical methodsreeuhat fits the specific

specialization, as approved through the prograstuafy

AgEcon 8010 Research Methodology

The typical sequencing of PhD core courses is l&sifs:

Year 1 Fall Semester

Advanced Microeconomic Theory |
Economics of Institutions and Organizations

Year 1 Spring Semester

Advanced Microeconomic Theory Il
Welfare Economics
Econometrics

Year 2 Fall Semester

Second econometrics or other empirical methodsseour

Year 2 Spring Semester

Research Methodology



Qualifying Examination

After completing the first year sequence, you npasts a written qualifying exam which
is administered during the summer between thedmgtsecond years in the PhD program. The
exam will cover the content of the first-year Phddeccourses. The exam will be offered twice
during the summer, the second time for studentsddoot pass the first time. If you do not
pass the qualifying exam after two attempts yolimat be allowed to continue in the PhD
program; however, you may complete an MS degregiitultural economics. Additional

information on the qualifying exam is given below.

General Fields and Specializations

As a PhD student, you must choose a specializatione of three general field areas
offered by the department of agricultural economiagribusiness, Public Policy Analysis, and
Resources and Development. You must complete amamiof six credit hours of coursework
designated for your field area. Specific areagpetslization within the fields are determined in
consultation with your adviser or Doctoral Progr@ammittee.

As part of the comprehensive exam, you will bea@ggbr competence in your field area
in agricultural economics. Competence includesathibty to apply general economic theory and
guantitative methods to agriculturally-related penbs and issues. Additional information on the
comprehensive exam is given below. In addition toimum course requirements, competency
in economics can and should be obtained througttiete coursework, reading professional
literature including books, journals, reports ardeo publications, plus attendance at seminars

and involvement in research projects or selectdiyidual study.

Second-Year Paper and Presentation

The PhD is an academic degree that signifies canpgtin theoretical, empirical or
applied research. You gain experience in reseagyaolng it. To this end, you must write a
research paper of publishable quality during tre®sd year of your program. Publications are
very important in the academic job market, so taggirement will also contribute to your future
employability. This paper must be “sole authoredéaning that it cannot be co-authored with
your adviser or other faculty member or student paper may be used as a chapter in your

dissertation (e.g., one of three essays in a thssay dissertation). The paper will be judged
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acceptable by an examining committee consisting@hbers of the Graduate Studies
Committee. Near the beginning of the fall semestéhe third year of study, you must present
the second-year paper to faculty and graduate stside an organized departmental research

symposium.

Hours Required and Residency

The University of Missouri requires a minimum of §@mester hours beyond the
baccalaureate degree for the PhD. Therefore, thggr@m for the PhD program is the following:
PhD core (7 courses) 21
Field or specialization courses 6
Doctoral dissertation research (Agecon 9090) 12
Electives 33
Total 72

If you are admitted into the program with a Mastgree from accredited institutions
other than the University of Missouri, you may rigeecredit towards the PhD program
requirements for your Masters program. A recommgodao this effect should be made by
your Doctoral Program Committee to the DirectoGoaduate Studies and the Graduate School
Dean using form D-2 (Program of Study form). Inaase shall you receive more than 30 credit
hours for your Masters degree program that is teddb your doctoral studies.

In order to satisfy the residency requirement, youst complete at least two 9 hour
semesters or three 6 hour semesters in an 18 meritd at the University of Missouri.
Furthermore, in addition to courses listed in th®FRore, at least 2 courses must be taken in the
Department of Agricultural Economics beyond the Riole.

Students on more than a half-time appointment art trkely to have difficulty with the
residency requirement and therefore should exestisee caution. During the last year of your
PhD program you may be on a full-time appointmerat still enroll for 12 hours each semester,
provided at least 6 of the hours are research emdded further that you are working within the
Department on a regularly approved departmentgégiro



Approval of Graduate Program and Administratiofcgminations
Several Graduate School PhD forms (designatedd-Z,,D-3 and D-4) must be
completed documenting progress in the PhD progddihiorms are available from the

department secretary for graduate programs, thectir of Graduate Studies, and the Graduate

School’s website dittp://gradschool.missouri.edWhen you have completed each form and

obtained your adviser’s signature, you should stiimei form to the graduate studies secretary
for signature of the Director of Graduate Studied mansmission to the Graduate School.
The procedure for approval of programs is as falow

D-1 and the Qualifying ExanAll students in the PhD program must pass a tyirad)

examination. This exam is administered under thecton of the department’s Graduate Studies
Committee and is normally taken in the summer bette first and second year of studies.
The exam is a written exam that covers contentgotesl during the first year core course
sequence, including microeconomics, new instit@i@tonomics, welfare economics and basic
econometrics. The exam is given in late May oneduhe, with a retake, if needed, offered in
August. The exam will be graded on two levels: padsil. If you do not pass the exam in May,
you must retake the exam in August. If you do rastspthe exam in August you may not
continue in the PhD program. However, they mayibergthe option of completing the Masters
degree in Agricultural Economics.

Following successful completion of the qualifyingen, you should complete a
Qualifying Examination Results and Doctoral ComagtApproval Form (Graduate School
Form D-1). The purpose of this form is to show yname as it should appear on the diploma,
and indicate the correct degree, degree programgror collateral field (if applicable), previous
degrees, results of the qualifying process, and Pmetoral committee members including
adviser. This form is also used for the Graduateo8kto notify departments if your official
transcript(s) have not yet been received.

The Doctoral Program Committee consists of foudgete faculty members, with one
faculty member external to the Department of Adtimal Economics. This committee is
expected to approve your Program of Study, recondnsesdit for Masters courses if applicable
and administer the comprehensive examination andidsertation examination. Moreover, it is

expected that all committee members will be intehainvolved in your program. Three
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members from the Department of Agricultural Econmemust be members of the doctoral

faculty.

D-2 and the Plan of Study for the Doctoral Degiéeu should develop your graduate
program of study in consultation with your DoctoPabgram Committee. Your program of study
includes courses you have completed and expeakéoat MU, including the PhD core, field and
specialization courses, and electives, as welt@ggsed transfer courses and credits for your
MS degree (if applicable). After you have develogedr plan of study, you must complete the
Plan of Study for the Doctoral Degree Form (Gradw&thool Form D-2), obtain your advisor’s
signature, and then submit it to the graduate stusecretary or Director of Graduate Studies.
The Director of Graduate Studies will review thegnam and suggest any changes needed to
meet departmental and Graduate School requireniemesprogram of study and D-2 form will
then be sent to the Graduate School. All of thpsstevolved in this program approval procedure
should be completed during the second year of ssudie., shortly after passing the PhD
qualifying process).

D-3 and the Comprehensive Examinatihpon successful completion of the qualifying

examination process, substantial completion otthesework outlined in the program of study,
and at least seven months before the final defehte dissertation, you will take a
comprehensive examination. This examination mussisd of written and oral portions which
shall be prepared and evaluated by your Doctokaf@dm Committee, in accordance with the
regulations of the Graduate School. These regulatstate that the Doctoral Program Committee
must vote to pass you with no more than one disggnt abstaining vote. If the committee
votes to fail you, the committee should recommeardedial measures. If you fail you must wait
at least 12 weeks before taking the comprehensiame second time. If you fail the
comprehensive exam a second time you are disqéafifom completing the doctoral program.
The Doctoral Program Committee determines the ooriled scope of the written and
oral portions of the comprehensive exam. The wrigtertion should include not only your
proposed dissertation research but also a form#kwrexamination on topics related to your
program of study. Results of the comprehensive @xation are reported on the Doctoral

Comprehensive Examination Results Form (Gradudte@d-orm D-3).
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Preparation of the Dissertation

You are required to write a dissertation on a stttgpproved by your Doctoral Program
Committee. Your dissertation must include origiredearch and be your own work. In
preparation for conducting dissertation researchvanting the dissertation, you are required to
prepare and present a dissertation proposal tolyoatoral committee. This proposal is
normally done as part of the Comprehensive Exanonatlhe purpose of the proposal
presentation given to your Doctoral committee igit@ you input on your plan for completing
the dissertation. If the proposal is rejected byry@mommittee, your committee will provide you
with instructions on improving the proposal. Thi®sld generally be done within 90 days of the
oral proposal presentation.

The members of the Doctoral Program Committee vetie dissertation and affirm that
the dissertation is ready for defense. Once thewtter, including the outside reader, approves
the dissertation in its written form, then you nsajedule the final examination and oral defense

of the dissertation.

Final Examination (Doctoral Dissertation Defense)

The policy of the Department of Agricultural Econiemis that all final PhD exams are
open to the faculty and graduate students of tpartiment. Any faculty person attending a PhD
final exam may, at the discretion of the chair ofiydissertation committee, ask you questions.
The time and location of PhD final exam shall bevirded to the graduate secretary and
Director of Graduate Studies at least one weekrbefee date of the exam.

As part of the final examination, you will be exar@d on the material covered by the
dissertation and on general comprehension of teeiglzed field of agricultural economics in
which it is written. The examination shall be cooha as an oral examination. Your dissertation
committee will report its decision to the DirectiirGraduate Studies and Graduate School on
the Report of the Dissertation Defense Form (Grad8ahool Form D-4).

The Department requires that: (a) an abstracteofitbsertation be submitted to the
Director of Graduate Studies; and (b) the studestgnt a departmental seminar on his/her
research before the final form (D-4) will be appedvThe seminar presented at the beginning of

the dissertation defense is sufficient to coves thquirement.
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Instructions for preparation of the final form bktdissertation are available from the

Graduate School &ttp://gradschool.missouri.ed®ne hardbound copy of the PhD dissertation

must be submitted to the graduate studies secrietatige departmental library.

Teaching Experience

If you are pursuing an academic or college-levatieng career, you should plan early in
your PhD program of study for teacher developmedttaaching opportunities. This may
include, but should not be limited to, participgtin university and professional conference-
based teaching workshops, taking teaching preparaturses such as AgEd 8350 (College
Teaching of Agriculture), working as a teachingistasit, and co-teaching a course with a

faculty member.

Graduate Student Evaluation

This section describes procedures for an annudu&wan of graduate students in the
Department of Agricultural Economics. Evaluatioms €ach student will take place after the
student has completed two semesters (excludinguhemer session) and will be repeated on an
annual basis. The annual evaluation will be usedeiermine whether the student is making
satisfactory or unsatisfactory academic progreasufeé to make satisfactory academic progress
is grounds to remove a student from a graduaterelséeaching assistantship. This section is
divided into three parts: (1) information collectiq2) evaluation; and (3) feedback.

1. Information Collection

a. Timeliness Students are expected to have their annual revidarmation
completed by May 1. Failure to meet this deadlinié result in an enrollment or
graduation hold.

b. Student InputStudents are expected to provide information tfe reporting
system. When necessary, it may be helpful for yalwiser to provide input.

C. Faculty and Supervisor Inpuhput from faculty and supervisors who have had

substantial contact with a student during the eatadn period is critical to a
thorough and fair evaluation. The student’s adyssgrervisor will provide input
concerning the student’s work as a research assatal/or teaching assistant (if

applicable) and in non-required research work, etc.
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d. Course Grade€ourse grades obtained from the Graduate Schifidbevused in

the evaluation.

Evaluation

The review will be conducted by the student’s agivand/or Director of Graduate
Studies. The evaluation will be based on coursdeagaresearch (thesis, dissertation, as
well as independent research) and professionalitesi such as serving on departmental
committees. The last step in the evaluation prockesds with recommendations that
result from the evaluation. The evaluation showlcdus on positive accomplishments as

well as shortcomings in the student’s work.

Feedback

The feedback must be in electronic form, although written document should
be supplemented whenever possible by oral discusstween the student and one or
more faculty. Written feedback will be providedarstructured form that specifies each
of the content areas that was reviewed.

The student and adviser must meet to review aralissthe written statement of
feedback. (If a student is out of town, a facedoef discussion may not be possible.
However, a phone conversation may be possible aefiil In any event, all out of town
students must be sent the statement of writterbBdwhich they must sign and return
to the adviser.) The end of the written statemérieedback contains four options. The
student chooses the appropriate option and sighglaies it to indicate his/her response
to the written feedback. The options are as foltows
| have read and agree with the above statemen
| have read the above statement and havermment.
| have read the above statement and wistake @ written response.

| have read the above statement and reduasinty committee re-review my
work in consideration of the written response thatll provide.
After the process is complete, the signed feedistatkment(s) should be given to the

adviser who will forward the material to the Direcof Graduate Studies. If all
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reasonable efforts to reach a student (includieguse of registered mail) are

unsuccessful, a student may be evaluated withathdri participation.

4, Appeal of review

In the event of a request for a re-review, the estidvill consult with his/her
adviser and draft a written statement which muspiesented to the adviser within 30
days of the date of the statement of written feekbdhe student has the option to
request an appearance before the student’s adweomittee at the time of re-review. If
such an appearance is requested, after meetingthgtbtudent the student’'s committee
will meet as a body to discuss the student’s igsuivell as the original information upon
which the feedback report was based. The re-rebigtine student’s advisory committee
must occur within 30 days after the written statetnef appeal is presented to the
adviser.

After the re-review, and based on the substancé¢haff review, a feedback
statement is drafted and presented to the studemiccordance with the procedures
described above. As in the earlier described fegddpeocedures, this feedback statement
will also contain a place at the end for the stadenindicate that he/she has read the
statement and to sign on one of the four linescatiig his/her response to the statement.
If the student chooses not to sign next to oneheffirst three options (agrees with the
statement, wishes to make no comment, or wishasate® a comment) and still finds the
feedback statement unacceptable, an appeal mayade to the Director of Graduate
Studies for a review by the Graduate Studies Cotamit

The signed feedback statement(s) and the reviewthky Graduate Studies
Committee will be placed in the student’s file. TBeduate Studies Committee will take
appropriate action to deal with inadequate perforeea A copy of the signed feedback
statement(s) and evaluation will be sent to thedGate School for any students deemed

to be making insufficient academic progress.

Termination Procedures and Appeals

Throughout this section, reference is made to _thed@te CataloagAs more recent

catalogs become available, they should be refetwethsofar as Graduate School rules are
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concerned. Therefore, the most current GraduatedbdBatalog takes precedence over the
policies presented here.

According to Graduate School policies, the depantmieas the right to place on
probation, and after at least 30 days of probationdismiss from the graduate program any
graduate student who is deemed to be making ircgeriti academic progress or whose work is
not of the quality required. The faculty adviserdepartmental chair must inform the Graduate
School as soon as the student is notified and ribleaionary period begins. The dismissal may
occur at any time during a student’s work towargraduate degree. A student may initiate an
appeal of this dismissal through the Graduate Schoalescription of the appeal procedures
may be obtained from the Graduate School, 210 Jsise

Termination Due to Poor Grades

The GPA in the Graduate School is based on theestisdentire graduate record at MU.
To remain in good standing, a graduate student masitain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better
(exclusive of courses 8085/9085, 8450 and 8090/00®0the end of each semester, graduate
students with a GPA below 3.0 are placed on probafi at the end of the following semester
the GPA is 3.0 or better, the probationary statueemoved. A student on probation failing to
raise the cumulative GPA to 3.0 may, on the reconttagon of the department or Graduate
Studies Committee, be allowed a second and fir@gironary semester. A student is subject to
dismissal upon failure to raise the cumulative GBA.0 by the end of the second probationary
semester, or at any time that the semester or aiivellGPA falls below 2.0. To graduate, a

student must have an overall GPA of 3.0 in all gedd courses taken at MU.

Termination Due to Insufficient Progress

The Masters degree must be completed within a gerieight years beginning with the
first semester of enrollment in which the studenadcepted to a degree program. Time spent in
the armed services will not count toward the eiggdr limit. For any extension of this time
limitation, the student must submit a written pefitto the Graduate School by submitting a
request to the adviser who, in turn, submits atamirecommendation to the Graduate School
which is endorsed by the Director of Graduate ®sidiThe Graduate School will notify the

adviser in writing of the final decision.
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The program for the doctoral degree should be cetaglwithin eight calendar years
beginning with the first semester of enrollmentwhich the student is accepted to a doctoral
degree program, and within five years of passirg dbmprehensive examination Before the
expiration of the eight-year period, any studemwjumeng additional time must submit a request
to the adviser. If the adviser approves the req@ekirmal request is then made to the Graduate
Studies Committee. An extension, if granted, mawiéa revision of the candidate’s program to

update course work and research.

Termination Procedures

In keeping with current Graduate School policié® tlepartment can dismiss a student
for the reasons discussed under Termination Du@dor Grades and Termination Due to
Insufficient Progress, and other reasons aftesthéent has been placed on probation for at least
30 days and has failed to correct the deficienstiated in the letter of probation. The Dean of the
Graduate School must be informed by the departetsit as soon as the student is notified and
the probationary period begins.

A student is given an opportunity to correct thdéiaencies underlying the probation.
The letter of probation specifies what the studanst do to correct the deficiencies as well as
the amount of time to do so (minimum of 30 dayd)e probationary letter clearly informs the
student that he/she will be terminated from therelegrogram unless the specified corrective
action is successfully completed within the alldttane. If corrective action is not taken in the
allotted time, a termination letter is sent to #tedent by the student’s adviser and the Director
of Graduate Studies with a copy to the Graduat®@chi he student may appeal a termination to

the department (see section on Appeals).

Appeals
A student may appeal a termination to the departahgmaduate faculty. In order to do

so, the student must request of the Departmentr @i the hearing of an appeal be placed on
the agenda for a special graduate faculty meetinighwwill be scheduled within four weeks of
receipt of the student’s appeal. The student is feereceive help from others in presenting a
case but must inform the Chair in advance if pessoat affiliated with the Department of

Agricultural Economics will attend the hearing. Theudent's adviser and members of the
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Graduate Studies Committee will be asked to preflesit cases, including any dissenting
opinions. At least one-half of voting graduate factembers in the department must be present
at the hearing in order to have a quorum for voonghe appeal. Voting will be through secret
ballot. Only graduate faculty present at the heamay vote on the appeal. A majority of voting
graduate faculty at the meeting must accept theeapfor it to be successful. Appeals of
termination must be filed within 30 days of thed&nt’s notification of final termination. If the
student does not file a request for appeal witlind@ys, the termination will be considered to
have been completed. Students requesting reviewsobf termination decisions after the 30-day
deadline will instead be considered as requestmgstatement in the program. Departmental
procedures regarding reinstatement are identicadlioission procedures.

If a student’s appeal fails at the departmentatllethe student can either accept the
termination or appeal the termination to the Graeldr@aculty Senate’s Committee on Graduate
Student Appeals (a description of appeal procedumag be obtained from the Graduate School

Dean).

Graduate Assistantships
Assistantship appointments are primarily one-hatf ane-quarter time equivalents. This
is indicative of the number of hours the assistargxpected to work. Half-time assistants are
expected to work 20 hours per week on average aadeg-time assistants are expected to work
10 hours per week on average while on appointméanriation in demands of research projects
and demands of student coursework and examinati@yscause the weekly workload to vary

from the average.

Research Responsibilities

Each supervisory professor may involve studentgracluate research assistantships in
research work for an average of 20 hours per weelt bne-half time assistantship and 10 hours
per week for a quarter-time assistantship. Suckarebd work will not ordinarily be thesis
research during the first semester of the MS progoa the first year of the PhD program but
may lead to a research topic. Being exposed tm@eraf research issues and methods provides

excellent research training. If a supervisor ishl@do provide research experience for a student
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during a particular semester, then the supervisalt suggest to the Director of Graduate Studies
and Department Chair that the student be assighedorary work adviser.

The research topic is decided in consultation withadviser and Doctoral committee. If
a student is receiving an assistantship, the studemcouraged to find a topic that is consistent
with the source of funding and research assistentities he/she is engaged in. However, if the
student’s desired thesis or dissertation topic amdit within the current funding of the student,
the student is encouraged to seek a grant for fgndihe student may also continue working on
the current funding projects while writing theiesis or dissertation. The department and adviser
will work with the student to the extent possildeind the research topic.

Students may be removed from a graduate reseaachiitg assistantship for the
following reasons:

(a) poor academic performance (GPA < 3.0);

(b) not satisfying the average hourly work requiesits (an average of 10 hours per week
for quarter-time and an average of 20 hours pekvaehalf-time assistantships); and

(c) poor performance on assigned duties (teacmdéparesearch).

The decision to remove a student from an assistgints made by the student’s work
adviser and the Graduate Studies Committee. Stsidaay appeal a decision to be removed
from an assistantship to the departmental gradiaatdty. Appeal procedures can be obtained
from the Director of Graduate Studies.

An MS graduate assistant will be employed for tveang, and PhD graduate assistants
will be employed for three years on a departmerss$istantships funded through the
Agricultural Experiment Station regardless of thecfion of employment (1/4 or 1/2 time). Time
spent on grant-funded GRAs will count toward thesse limits. Reapplication to the Graduate
Studies Committee for a PhD assistantship is nacg$sr those UM MS assistants desiring to
be considered for admission to the PhD programd@ate research assistants are entitled to two

weeks vacation each year. Vacation schedules sheudghproved by a student’s adviser.

Teaching Responsibilities

In the belief that students can profit from difiereexperiences, each PhD student on

assistantship, and others who desire it, may bgres$to a teaching assistant role (classroom or
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extension) early in their program. The faculty membo whom the student is assigned is
responsible for the student’s supervision whiléhiemteaching role.

Masters students on assistantships may be assigridassroom teaching assistance for
one semester subject to the student’s availalaiitgt the needs of the departmental teaching
program. Any student assistant, regardless of mssgt, may be called upon to assist his/her
adviser with instructional duties from time to time

All graduate students, especially those who holdistantships, are encouraged to
participate in the extension activities of the dépant. Students may be assigned to faculty
members whose primary responsibility is in extemshot only are students expected to assist in
this area but also they are expected to gain abeddinced set of professional experiences in

their graduate programs.

Use of Departmental Offices and Facilities

The department will supply, insofar as space asduees permit, a desk for work on
research projects and/or study to all graduatestasds. Desks will be assigned to other students
as they are available. Assignment of office spacdone by the Graduate Student Organization
(GSO) under guidelines approved by the faculty.

Personal computers are available to further depantah programs. Departmental equip-
ment may not be used at any time for private pwepoPaper, pencils, and other supplies are
available only for uses that contribute to the aesie, teaching, and extension programs of the
department.

Graduate students are encouraged to make appepsatof departmental and university
computing facilities and services. These servi@s e used for both research and coursework

assignment. Students should consult with advidesatahe services available.

Graduate Student Organization
The Graduate Students of Agricultural Economicsanization (GSAE) is composed of
all of the graduate students in the Agriculturab&@mics Department. It assigns desks and
office space to graduate students, provides otientafor incoming students, plans social
activities, and represents graduate students oarthegental committees and in numerous other

ways. It is an essential part of the Department.

20



Appendix: Required Forms for MS and PhD Programs

Using the Master’s Degree Program Forms

All original documents are maintained in the Gra@uSchool’'s official student files.
Each form is completed at the departmental lewelted for required signatures, and forwarded
to the Graduate School, 210 Jesse Hall. Each ferthen reviewed by the Graduate School,
receives the Dean’s signature if approved, andpy e®returned to the department. If changes
need to be made or if signatures are missing, cioree measures will be requested of the
department. If any faculty signatures are illegible ask that departments print correct spelling
of the signature. It is recommended that studesttsir a copy of all forms that they submit to the
Director of Graduate Studies. Forms are availaltenfthe Graduate School website at

http://gradschool.missouri.edan the department’s graduate student organizaimoBlackboard

at http://blackboard.missouri.edand from the Director of Graduate Studies.

M-1 Form: Program of Study for the Master's Degréhis form is required of all master’s

degree students. The purpose of this form is to hla program of study the student will
follow, including recommended hours of transferdireThis form is signed by the
adviser, members of the committee, the DirectdBi@duate Studies and submitted to the
Graduate School by the end of the second semesteder to facilitate the certification

of degree completion later.

M-2 Form: Request for Thesis Committdéis form is required only for students who wiltite

a thesis. Students completing a professional papaster’'s project, or comprehensive
master’'s exam do not need to submit this form. ptmgose of this form is to have an
official record of the student’s master’'s committal to insure that the configuration of
the committee meets stated requirements. This gned by the adviser, members of
the committee, the Director of Graduate Studies sutzmitted the Graduate School by

the end of the second semester.

M-3 Form: Report of the Master's Examining Comnatt€his form is required of all master’s

degree students. The purpose of this form is toehav official record of the final
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examining process, whether it is a thesis defegmssentation of a project, or master’s
comprehensive examination. This form is signed hey adviser, committee members,
Director of Graduate Studies and submitted to tredGate School.

Using the Doctoral Degree Program Forms

All original documents are maintained in the Gtadachool’s official student files. Each
form is completed at the departmental level, roditedhe required signatures, and forwarded to
the Graduate School, 210 Jesse Hall. Each forninaa teviewed by the Graduate School,
receives the Dean’s signature if approved, and é¢speturned to the department. If changes
need to be made or if signatures are missing, ciivee measures will be requested of the
department. If any faculty signatures are illegiblee ask that departments print a correct
spelling of the signature.

D-1 Form: Qualifying Examination Results and Doato€ommittee Approval FormThe

purpose of this form is to show the student’s na®et should appear on the diploma,
and indicate the correct degree, degree programpmair collateral field (if applicable),
previous degrees, results of the qualifying processl the members of the doctoral
committee including adviser. This form is also ussdthe Graduate School to notify
departments if a studerd official transcript(s) have not yet been receivEdis form
also serves as an official record of the membera sfudent’s doctoral committee and
insures that the configuration of the committee thetated requirements. It is also used
to report results of the PhD Qualifying ProcessisTiorm is signed by the adviser,
committee members, Director of Graduate Studiessabehitted to the Graduate School

no later than the end of the third semester.

D-2 Form: Plan of Study for the Doctoral Degreerforhe purpose of this form is to plan the

program of study which the student will follow aodrtify that all committee members
approve the program, including the recommendedshotitransfer credit. This form is
signed by the adviser, committee members, DiregtdBraduate Studies and submitted
to the Graduate School by the end of the third séene(shortly after passing the

qualifying examination).
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D-3 Form: Doctoral Comprehensive Examination Rasktirm The purpose of this form is to

record the official result of the doctoral compresige examination. This form is signed
by the adviser, committee members, Director of Gadel Studies and submitted to the

Graduate School within one month of exam completion

D-4 Form: Report of the Doctoral Dissertation Deferi-orm The purpose of this form is to

record the official results of the dissertationeatede. It is recommended that this form be
taken to the defense, along with the dissertatfgpr@val page (printed on the required
cotton bond paper) so that committee members g lsdth forms for students who
successfully defend their dissertation. This fosnsigned by the adviser, committee
members, Director of Graduate Studies and subnitt¢ice Graduate School.

23



